
 

August 13, 2018 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING  
 
Honorable Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington DC 20426 
 

West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2701) 
Erie Response to FERC Additional Information Request - Volume I -Public Domain 

 
Dear Secretary Bose: 
 
Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. (Erie or Licensee), a Brookfield Renewable company, is the 
Licensee, owner and operator of the West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2701) 
(Project). The West Canada Creek Project consists of two developments, Prospect and Trenton, 
and is located on West Canada Creek in Oneida and Herkimer counties, New York. The current 
license for the West Canada Creek Project expires on February 28, 2023. Erie is pursuing a new 
license for the Project using the Commission’s Integrated Licensing Process (ILP). On February 
28, 2018, Erie filed a Notice of Intent (NOI) and Pre-Application Document (PAD) with the 
Federal Energy Commission (FERC or Commission) to initiate the ILP.  
 
On April 30, 2018, FERC issued a notice of the PAD and NOI filing and commencement of the 
pre-filing process and requested comments and study requests. FERC concurrently issued 
Scoping Document 1 (SD1) for the Project to identify the subject areas to be addressed in 
FERC’s environmental analysis of the Project relicensing pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). On May 30 and May 31, 2018, FERC held the agency and 
public scoping meetings at the Town of Trenton Municipal Center in Barneveld, New York, and 
a site visit on May 30, 2018 at the Project. Comments on the PAD and study requests were due 
on June 29, 2018.  
 
By letter dated June 28, 2018, FERC submitted an Additional Information Request (AIR) and 
comments on the PAD to Erie, requesting that Erie provide additional information FERC deemed 
necessary to adequately assess potential project effects on environmental resources (see 
Attachment A). FERC requested that Erie provide responses to the AIR with the PSP, unless 
otherwise specified in the additional information request.  
 
Following are Erie’s responses to FERC’s Schedule A – Comments on the PAD and Additional 
Information, as requested in FERC’s letter dated June 28, 2018. Public domain attachments 
referenced in the AIR response are provided as referenced. Some of the information included in 
Erie’s AIR response is Privileged Information as defined by the Commission at 18 CFR § 
388.112, and this information has been removed from the public version of the AIR response.  
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In accordance with the Commission’s filing guidelines, all Privileged is included in a separate 
filing that has been clearly labeled as Privileged. Referenced attachments that contain Privileged 
Information are provided under separate cover in Volume II, as referenced. 
 
FERC AIR 1:  On page 4-4 of the PAD, you state that the main spillway is a 306-foot-long by 
45- foot-high concrete overflow spillway. However, the 1983 License Order describes the 
Prospect Dam as a 306-foot-long and 52-foot-high concrete overflow dam. Please clarify the 
dimensions of the concrete overflow dam. 

Erie Response  

The Prospect main concrete overflow dam is 306-feet-long by approximately 45-feet-high. The 
height of the dam is measured from an average toe elevation of 1,117.0 ft. to the top of the 
flashboards in the needle beam bays, elevation 1,162.3 ft. 
 
FERC AIR 2:  On page 4-8 of the PAD, you state that the Trenton Dam is a 288-foot-long by 
approximately 55-foot-high concrete and masonry dam. However, the 1983 License Order 
describes the Trenton Dam as a 288-foot-long and 60-foot-high concrete and masonry dam. 
Please clarify the dimensions of the concrete and masonry dam. 

Erie Response  

The Trenton main concrete dam is 288-feet-long by approximately 61-feet-high. The height of 
the dam is measured from an average toe elevation of 966.0 ft to the top of the parapet wall on 
the non-overflow section, elevation 1,026.9 ft. 
 
FERC AIR 3:  On page 4-4 of the PAD, you state that Prospect’s dependable capacity is 11.2 
megawatts (MW) for the summer period and 13.5 MW for the winter period. So that staff can 
calculate the annual power cost, please provide the average duration (days) of the summer and 
winter periods. 

Erie Response  

According to the New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) Load & Capacity Data 
Report (NYISO 2017), the summer capability period is from May 1 to October 31, or 184 days, 
and the winter capability period is from November 1 of the current year to April 30 of the next 
year, or 181 days. 
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References 
 
New York Independent System Operator (NYISO). 2017. Load & Capacity Data Report. 

Available: 
http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/markets_operations/services/planning/Documents
_and_Resources/Planning_Data_and_Reference_Docs/Data_and_Reference_Docs/2017_
Load_and_Capacity_Data_Report.pdf.  

 
FERC AIR 4:  On page 4-8 of the PAD, you state that Trenton’s dependable capacity is 20.8 
MW for the summer period and 23.2 MW for the winter period. So that staff can calculate the 
annual power cost, please provide the average duration (days) of the summer and winter 
periods. 

Erie Response  

According to the NYISO Load & Capacity Data Report (NYISO 2017), the summer capability 
period is from May 1 to October 31, or 184 days, and the winter capability period is from 
November 1 of the current year to April 30 of the next year, or 181 days. 
 
References 
 
New York Independent System Operator (NYISO). 2017. Load & Capacity Data Report. 

Available: 
http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/markets_operations/services/planning/Documents
_and_Resources/Planning_Data_and_Reference_Docs/Data_and_Reference_Docs/2017_
Load_and_Capacity_Data_Report.pdf. 

 
FERC AIR 5:  On page 4-13 of the PAD, you state that Hinckley Reservoir is operated in 
accordance with the 2012 Operating Diagram and governed by legally binding agreements 
between the New York State Canal Corporation (Canal Corporation), Mohawk Valley Water 
Authority, and Erie Boulevard Hydroelectric, L.P. (Erie). So that staff can better understand the 
past and present flow regulation and hydropower operation in West Canada Creek, please 
provide a copy of the current operating agreement as well as any previous operating agreements 
between Erie and the Canal Corporation. In addition, please describe the purpose of the most 
recent operating agreement and 2012 Operating Diagram and why Erie’s previous agreement 
with the Canal Corporation was updated. 

Erie Response  

Erie contacted FERC staff to request a 90-day extension for the filing of the response to AIR 
items 5 and 8 and received clarification that Erie could provide an update on the anticipated date 
for filing of the AIR responses (correspondence with Nick Ettema, FERC on August 6, 2018). 

http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/markets_operations/services/planning/Documents_and_Resources/Planning_Data_and_Reference_Docs/Data_and_Reference_Docs/2017_Load_and_Capacity_Data_Report.pdf
http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/markets_operations/services/planning/Documents_and_Resources/Planning_Data_and_Reference_Docs/Data_and_Reference_Docs/2017_Load_and_Capacity_Data_Report.pdf
http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/markets_operations/services/planning/Documents_and_Resources/Planning_Data_and_Reference_Docs/Data_and_Reference_Docs/2017_Load_and_Capacity_Data_Report.pdf
http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/markets_operations/services/planning/Documents_and_Resources/Planning_Data_and_Reference_Docs/Data_and_Reference_Docs/2017_Load_and_Capacity_Data_Report.pdf
http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/markets_operations/services/planning/Documents_and_Resources/Planning_Data_and_Reference_Docs/Data_and_Reference_Docs/2017_Load_and_Capacity_Data_Report.pdf
http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/markets_operations/services/planning/Documents_and_Resources/Planning_Data_and_Reference_Docs/Data_and_Reference_Docs/2017_Load_and_Capacity_Data_Report.pdf


West Canada Creek Project (FERC No. 2701)  
Erie Response to FERC Schedule A AIR -Volume I 
Page 4  
 

Erie is reviewing information pertaining to AIR 5 and 8 and will include FERC’s requested 
information on or before November 11, 2018. 
 
FERC AIR 6:  On page 5-57 of the PAD, you describe the Fisherman Alert System at the 
Trenton Development. However, no information is provided regarding the alert system at the 
Prospect Development that was observed during the environmental site review. Please describe 
the existing alert systems and alert procedures in detail for both developments. Please provide 
an approximate maximum range for the sirens at both developments. 

Erie Response 

Prospect Development Alert System 
 
Erie maintain a programmable logic controller (PLC) controlled public safety siren/strobe 
combination at the Prospect dam. The alert system is programmed to activate the siren and strobe 
with the operation and movement of the Prospect Tainter gates. In addition, Erie personnel 
visibly check the Prospect bypass reach prior to initially opening the Tainter gates. 
 
Erie conducted a test on July 16, 2018, to identify the approximate audible range of the sirens at 
both Prospect and Trenton developments. The weather was sunny with light winds and 
temperature of approximately 85 degrees. At the Prospect Development, the siren could be heard 
in the Prospect bypass reach gorge approximately 0.6 miles downstream of the Prospect dam.  
 
Trenton Development Alert System 
 
Erie maintains a Fishermen Alert System (FAS) below the Trenton Powerhouse. The FAS 
includes one siren/strobe combination located at the Trenton Powerhouse, one siren/strobe 
combination adjacent to Nine Mile Creek Feeder Dam, and one solar powered strobe located on 
Dover Bridge. The FAS is activated prior to loading any unit or increasing the flow out of the 
Trenton Powerhouse. Additionally, the FAS is activated prior to releasing any flows at the 
Trenton Dam. The system is equipped with a PLC that will either sound the siren or light the 
strobe. During daylight hours (6 am to 9 pm) the PLC is programmed to activate both the siren 
and the strobe. During night time hours (9 pm to 6 am) the PLC will activate only the strobe and 
not the siren to minimize the disturbance to local residents during times when they may be 
sleeping. The FAS can be activated by operations personnel located at Trenton Falls Station, or 
via a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) command originated from the North 
American System Control Center (NASCC). In addition, Erie personnel visibly check the bypass 
reach prior to initially opening the flood gate. 
 
Erie conducted a test on July 16, 2018, to identify the approximate audible range of the sirens at 
both Prospect and Trenton developments. The weather was sunny with light winds and 
temperature of approximately 85 degrees. At the Trenton Development, the siren could be heard 
downstream in the West Canada Creek approximately 0.8 miles downstream of the Trenton 
station.  
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Waterline 
 
Erie provides information regarding flow releases at the Trenton Powerhouse via Waterline, a 
publicly accessible website and toll-free phone line. Waterline is updated daily and based on 
river gauge information and calculated estimated flows. The Waterline information provides 
general river flow conditions and forecasts. The information is based on approximate forecasts 
and actual flows can vary and change quickly at any time. The Waterline information should be 
used as an additional source of information and reference of potential flow changes. Users are 
encouraged to always be alert and wear an approved flotation device and to never go in or near 
the water until the user knows and accepts the risks in the area (Waterline 2018). 
 
References 
 
Waterline. 2018. Waterline Website – West Canada Creek at Trenton Falls. Available: 

http://www.h2oline.com/default.aspx?pg=si&op=365124 Accessed July 2018. 

 
FERC AIR 7:  On pages 5-25 to 5-26 of the PAD, you describe habitat conditions for fish 
downstream of the Trenton Falls Development based on existing studies. So that staff can 
adequately review existing information regarding fish habitat downstream of the Trenton Falls 
Development, please file a copy of the existing studies including Niagara Mohawk Power 
Company’s 1981 Habitat-Flow Assessment, Icthyological Associates’ 1981 Fish Habitat-Flow 
Relationship study, and Icthyological Associates’ 1981 Temperature Monitoring study. 

Erie Response  

Attachment B provides a copy of:  
 
Ichthyological Associates Inc. 1981a. Fish Habitat-Flow Relationship at Six Study Releases 

Below Trenton Hydroelectric Station on West Canada Creek, New York, During August 
and September 1980, Prepared by Ichthyological Associates Inc., for Niagara Mohawk 
Power Corporation, February 1981.  

Ichthyological Associates Inc. 1981b. Temperature Monitoring, West Canada Creek, Oneida and 
Herkimer Counties, New York, June-September 1980. Prepared by Ichthyological 
Associates Inc., for Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, February 1981. 

 

FERC AIR 8:  At the public scoping meeting on May 30, 2018, a member of the public inquired 
about the effects of the removal of Gray’s Reservoir, a reservoir previously located upstream of 
Hinckley Reservoir on Black Creek, on downstream hydropower operations. So that staff can 
evaluate potential cumulative effects of the elimination of Gray’s Reservoir on flows in West 
Canada Creek, please describe any changes in flow releases or hydropower operation at the 
West Canada Creek Project as a result of the removal of Gray’s Reservoir. 

http://www.h2oline.com/default.aspx?pg=si&op=365124


West Canada Creek Project (FERC No. 2701)  
Erie Response to FERC Schedule A AIR -Volume I 
Page 6  
 

Erie Response  

Erie contacted FERC staff to request a 90-day extension for the filing of the response to AIR 
items 5 and 8 and received clarification that Erie could provide an update on the anticipated date 
for filing of the AIR responses (correspondence with Nick Ettema, FERC on August 6, 2018). 
Erie is reviewing information pertaining to AIR 5 and 8 and will include FERC’s requested 
information on or before November 11, 2018. 
 
FERC AIR 9:  Table 5-15, on page 5-36 of the PAD, lists the acreage and specific 
classifications for National Wetland Inventory (NWI) mapped wetlands in the project area. This 
table and figure 5-6 on page 5-37, indicate that 0.19 acre of wetlands occur in the Prospect 
Development area of the project boundary which has a daily reservoir fluctuation of up to 5 feet. 
However, during the environmental site review, staff observed a small wetland near the Prospect 
boat launch that was not included in the NWI map. It is not clear if the NWI map is capturing all 
the wetlands in the project boundary. Therefore, please include a ground-truthing component of 
the NWI map as part of your proposed aquatic habitat mapping study described on page 6-5 of 
the PAD. 

Erie Response  

As described in the West Canada Creek Project PSP, Erie has included a ground-truthing task of 
the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) and New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) wetlands data for lands within the Project boundary shoreline 
fluctuation zones as a component of Erie’s proposed Aquatic Mesohabitat Assessment Study and 
proposed Impoundment Shoreline Characterization Study. Erie will include relevant data 
pertaining to wetlands within the project boundary as part of the Initial Study Report and the 
license application. 
 
FERC AIR 10:  At the public scoping meeting on May 30, 2018, New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation staff stated that there was a known bald eagle nest near the 
Prospect Development. However, you do not provide any information about this nest in your 
PAD. So that Commission staff can determine the potential effects of continued project operation 
on bald eagles, please include a map in your license application indicating the location of the 
known bald eagle nest and its distance from the project boundary. Please file this information as 
privileged. 

Erie Response  

On July 9, 2018, Erie contacted the NYSDEC, Division of Fish and Wildlife in order to obtain 
information regarding the presence of bald eagle nests within the project boundary of the West 
Canada Creek Project. On July 10, 2018, Andy MacDuff, Regional Wildlife Manager, Division 
of Fish and Wildlife, NYSDEC provided information regarding a known bald eagle nest in the 
vicinity of the existing project boundary. Erie is filing with FERC as Privileged Information 
Attachment C, providing a copy of the correspondence with NYSDEC, as well as a map 
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denoting the approximate location of any identified bald eagle nests in the Project vicinity as 
indicated by the NYSDEC. Erie will provide any additional information as part of its draft 
license application and will file any additional information as Privileged Information.  
 
FERC AIR 11:  So that staff can better understand historic resources at the project, please 
provide a more detailed description of the project’s history, including a timeline of development. 
Although the project was not licensed by the Commission until 1983, please start the timeline 
with construction of the original power station in 1901. Within the timeline, please also include a 
description of all redevelopment and rehabilitation activities that have occurred during the 
project’s history, including the dates of construction of the dams and any associated facilities. 
Additionally, there is little information in the project record that describes the circumstances 
behind Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation seeking a Commission license in 1983 for an 80-
year-old project. If this information is available, please provide it. Finally, please file a copy of 
the 1993 Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) for the Trenton Development. This 
information can be provided in the draft license application/preliminary licensing proposal that 
is due in October 2020. 

Erie Response 

Erie is reviewing the West Canada Creek Project’s history and will include FERC’s requested 
timeline and information pertaining to the circumstances behind Niagara Mohawk Power 
Corporation seeking a Commission license in 1983 for an 80-year-old project as part of, or 
before the filing of the Project’s draft license application/preliminary licensing proposal filing on 
October 1, 2020. Erie is filing with FERC as Privileged Information, Attachment D that provides 
the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) reports (HAER 1993a, 1993b) for the 
Trenton Falls Hydroelectric Station. 
 
References 
 
Historic American Engineering Record (HAER). 1993a. HAER NY-155, Trenton Falls 

Hydroelectric Station, Oneida County, New York, 1993. Available: 
https://www.loc.gov/item/ny1368/ Accessed December 2017. 

Historic American Engineering Record (HAER). 1993b. HAER NY-155-B, Trenton Falls 
Hydroelectric Station, Oneida County, New York, 1993. Available: 
https://www.loc.gov/item/ny1984/ 

 
FERC AIR 12:  On page 5-77 of the PAD, you state that a cultural resources survey was 
performed in 1978 by Pratt and Pratt Archeological Consultants as part of the previous 
redevelopment at the Trenton Development. So that staff can understand the extent of the only 
cultural resources survey that has been completed at that development, please provide a copy of 
any report(s) from that survey. The thoroughness of the report(s) will help staff determine if 
additional cultural resources surveys of the project are necessary. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/ny1368/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ny1984/
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Erie Response  

Pratt and Pratt Archeological Consultants (Pratt and Pratt) conducted a field inspection of the 
Project in October and November 1978. The work for the report took place during August 
through November which included literature search and field inspection. Erie is filing with 
FERC as, Privileged Information, Attachment E that provides the Pratt and Pratt (1978) Cultural 
Resources Survey associated with the West Canada Creek Project. 
 
Erie received notification from the Oneida Indian Nation (email dated April 4, 2018, from Jesse 
Bergevin, Historic Resources Specialist, that the Oneida Indian Nation has no comments or 
concerns regarding the Project (see documentation of correspondence in Attachment F). 
 
In addition, please see response to AIR 11 and referenced HAER documentation for Trenton 
Station, and response to AIR 13 and referenced Attachments. Erie is reviewing Project files and 
will provide any additional discovered cultural resources surveys or reports associated with the 
Project as part of, or before the filing of the Project’s draft license application/preliminary 
licensing proposal filing on October 1, 2020. 
 
References 
 
Pratt and Pratt Archeological Consultants. 1978. Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed 

Trenton Redevelopment Project. 

 
FERC AIR 13:  As stated in the PAD, the licensee, in partnership with the Town of Trenton, has 
provided controlled public access to view the scenic Trenton Falls Gorge for 1 or 2 weekends in 
the spring and the fall annually since 2007 via the Trenton Falls Scenic trails. The primary trail 
is a 0.75-mile-long crushed stone trail that starts at the Trenton Falls facility entrance/parking 
area, passes adjacent to project facilities, traverses along sections of the project penstock, and 
ends at the Trenton Falls Hydro Dam Overlook. There also are two wood mulch secondary trails 
(totaling approximately 0.5 mile), that provide views of the lower high falls and upper high falls, 
and an additional four wood mulch secondary trails (totaling approximately 0.6 mile) through a 
wooded and meadow landscape and a picnic area in the general vicinity of the primary trail. 

On page 5-53 of the PAD, you state that the Trenton Falls Scenic Trail “traverses along 
adjacent areas of historic interest, such as the site of the historic Trenton Falls Hotel;” however, 
none of these historic sites are identified or discussed further in the PAD. In addition, at the May 
30, 2018 environmental site review, it was mentioned that the Trenton Falls Scenic Trail also 
traverses adjacent to a cemetery; however, that cemetery is not mentioned in the PAD. So that 
staff can better understand the archaeologic and historic setting of the project area, please 
provide a list of any archaeological or historic areas of interest that are located along or 
adjacent to the Trenton Falls Scenic Trail, a description of the areas, and where the areas are 
located in relation to the project boundary. Please also conduct a search of the New York State 
Cultural Resources Information System for the area along and adjacent to the Trenton Falls 
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Scenic Trail in order to identify whether there are any archeological sites, New York State and 
National Register of Historic Places (National Register)-listed properties, properties determined 
eligible for the National Register, and/or previous cultural resources surveys identified in this 
area. Although the area of potential effect (APE), as required under section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act [36 CFR Part 800.16(d)], has not yet been defined, the trail provides 
public access to the project and should be considered to be within any APE that will be defined. 
As a result, if the information requested above is unavailable, additional studies may be 
necessary to identify cultural resources and determine project effects within the APE, including 
along the Trenton Falls Scenic Trail. 

Erie Response  

Following is the response to additional information pertaining to the site of the historic hotel and 
the Sherman Moore Cemetery. Erie is filing with FERC as Privileged Information, Attachment 
G, the response to the Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS) review. 
 
Both the Sherman Moore Cemetery and the site of the former Moore Hotel are located along 
Sherman Moore Cemetery Trail (Trail Number 2) as depicted on Figure 1. The Sherman Moore 
cemetery is the final resting place of the Sherman and Moore family members. The site of the 
historic hotel is the location of the former Rural Resort opened in 1823, then converted in 1851 
and renamed Moore Hotel, then converted and renamed Hotel Trenton in 1902, and subsequently 
dismantled in 1945.  
 
Following (see Table 1) is general timeline and brief summary of Trenton Falls history relative 
to John Sherman, the former hotel and the Sherman Moore Cemetery. John Sherman, “The 
Father of Trenton Falls,” began his lifetime fascination with the falls as a visitor in 1806. Within 
several years, John Sherman purchased land (approximately 60 acres) on the west bank and in 
1822, he built a cottage that evolved into the family residence and a lodge for day visitors, called 
the Rural Resort.  
 
After John Sherman’s death in 1828, Michael Moore married John Sherman’s daughter Maria in 
1831, and takes over the management of the Rural Resort. Due to increased patronage, Michael 
Moore constructed the Moore’s Hotel to replace the smaller Rural Resort in 1851. Maria 
Sherman Moore and Michael Moore, continued the operation and built Moore’s Hotel, beginning 
the golden age of Trenton Falls. During the next several decades, it attracted many notables of 
the period, including artists, writers, reporters, politicians, geologists, and palynologists. 
 
In 1863, William Seward, the Secretary of State under President Lincoln, organized a tour for 
foreign diplomats to show them the extent of the north’s resources, and to convince them that the 
Union Army would win the Civil War. Seward invited the diplomats to stay at Moore Hotel and 
to view Trenton Falls (Cornell, et al 2004). See Photo 1 and Photo 2 of the historic marker 
commemorating this event. 
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FIGURE 1 LOCATION OF SHERMAN MOORE CEMETERY AND FORMER HOTEL SITE  



West Canada Creek Project (FERC No. 2701)  
Erie Response to FERC Schedule A AIR -Volume I 
Page 11  
 

TABLE 1 FORMER HOTEL AND SHERMAN MOORE CEMETERY TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS 
DATE EVENT 
1805 John Sherman first visits the falls and views it from “Carmichael’s Point”. This is an 

overlook on the west bank overlooking High Falls 
1822 - 1825 John Sherman purchases 60 acres of land along Trenton Falls Gorge and opens a 

small commercial enterprise, The Rural Resort.  
1828 Death of John Sherman and burial in cemetery (now known as Sherman Moore 

Cemetery) which subsequently additional family members were buried  
1831 Michael Moore marries Sherman’s daughter Maria and takes over the management 

of the resort. 
1851 Increased patronage led Moore to construct Moore’s Hotel to replace the smaller 

Rural Resort. 
1855 Mohawk and Malone Railroad reaches the Town of Trenton. The railroad delivers 

thousands of visitors to the gorge each year. 
1863 Secretary of State William Seward hosts a meeting of diplomats from seven nations. 

1897 - 1901 The Utica Electric Light and Power Company acquires Moore’s hotels and lands and 
secures water rights to West Canada Creek and begins construction of the Trenton 
dam and powerhouse 

1902 Moore’s Hotel reopened as Trenton Hotel 

1923 Trenton Hotel converted to recreation club for power company employees 

1945 Recreation club dismantled after roof collapse 

 
 
By the late 1880’s, however, additional new transportation improvements enabled the 
Adirondacks and the St. Lawrence River’s Thousand Islands to be more accessible, and tourism 
interest at Trenton tapered off (HAER 1993a, 1993b) The Moore Hotel closed in 1899 when the 
property was sold to Utica Electric Light and Power Company for the hydroelectric 
development. Moore Hotel was renovated and reopened as in 1902, as Hotel Trenton, but due to 
lack of visitors, the hotel was partially dismantled and converted to a recreation club for the 
power company employees in 1923. In 1945, heavy snow collapsed the roof of the remaining 
structure, and the remaining structure was then dismantled. See Photo 3 for a historic picture of 
the Moore Hotel and Photo 4 for current view of the site of the former hotel. 
 
At his request, John Sherman was buried at the top of the hill in the cemetery. Also buried in the 
cemetery are various members of the Sherman and Moore families, including Michael Moore. 
John Sherman’s wife, three of his children, two grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, and a 
dedicated employee of 40 years are also buried at the cemetery. See Photo 5 for picture of 
cemetery and Photo 6 for interpretive signage at the Project describing the cemetery and 
information about the Sherman and Moore family. 
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PHOTO 1 HISTORIC MARKER 
 
 

 
PHOTO 2 LOCATION OF HISTORIC MARKER 
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PHOTO 3 HISTORIC PICTURE OF MOORE HOTEL 
 
 

 
PHOTO 4 CURRENT VIEW OF THE SITE OF THE FORMER MOORE HOTEL 
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PHOTO 5 SHERMAN MOORE CEMETERY 
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PHOTO 6 MOORE CEMETERY INTERPRETIVE SIGN
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Summary 

The public domain AIR electronic files can be downloaded through FERC’s eLibrary at  
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp by searching under the Project’s docket P-2701, 
and can also be downloaded from the Project’s relicensing website at: 
http://www.westcanadacreekproject.com.  
 
Erie looks forward to working with FERC staff, agencies, Indian tribes, local governments, non-
governmental organizations, and members of the public to develop a license application and 
supporting record that fully meets regulatory requirements in relicensing of the West Canada 
Creek Project. If you have any questions concerning this AIR filing, or need additional 
information, please contact me at (315) 598-6130 or via email at 
steven.murphy@brookfieldrenewable.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steven Murphy 
Director, Licensing  
Brookfield Renewable 
 
Attachments: AIR Response – Volume I 
cc: Distribution List 
 Jon Elmer 
 Pat Storms 
 Rick Heysler  
 
 
 

https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp
http://www.westcanadacreekproject.com/
mailto:steven.murphy@brookfieldrenewable.com
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

FERC’S SCHEDULE A – COMMENTS ON THE PAD AND ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION DATED JUNE 28, 2018 
 

  



 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20426 

June 28, 2018 
 
OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS 
 

Project No. 2701-059 – New York 
West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project 
Erie Boulevard Hydroelectric, L.P. 

 
 
Steven Murphy, Director of Licensing  
Brookfield Renewable 
33 West 1st Street South 
Fulton, NY  13069 
 
Reference: Comments on the Pre-Application Document (PAD) and Request for 
Additional Information 
 
Dear Mr. Murphy: 
 

After reviewing the West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project’s (West Canada 
Creek Project) Pre-Application Document (PAD) and participating in the 
May 30 and 31, 2018 scoping meetings and the May 30, 2018 environmental site review, 
we have determined that additional information is needed to adequately assess potential 
project effects on environmental resources.  We provide comments on the PAD and our 
additional information requests in Schedule A.  Please file your responses to Schedule A 
with your proposed study plan that is due on August 13, 2018, unless otherwise specified 
in the additional information request. 
 

Staff may determine a need for additional studies or information upon receipt and 
review of scoping comments, study requests, and your proposed study plan.  As 
necessary, we will request additional information, studies, and/or provide additional input 
on proposed or requested studies after you file the proposed study plan. 
 

Please include a master schedule in your proposed study plan that includes the 
steps for conducting each proposed study (i.e., data collection, data analysis, consultation, 
and report preparation), the distribution of progress reports, the filing date of the initial 
study report, and the date of the initial study report meeting.  Finally, if you are likely to 
propose any plans for protection, mitigation, or enhancement measures, drafts of those 
plans should be filed, if possible, with the study report. 
 
 



 
P-2701-059  
 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Nicholas Ettema at (202) 502-6565, or 
via email at nicholas.ettema@ferc.gov. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John B. Smith, Chief 
Mid-Atlantic Branch 
Division of Hydropower Licensing 
 

Enclosures: Schedule A 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:nicholas.ettema@ferc.gov
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SCHEDULE A 
 

COMMENTS ON THE PAD AND ADDITTIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Project Facilities 
 
1. On page 4-4 of the PAD, you state that the main spillway is a 306-foot-long by 45-
foot-high concrete overflow spillway.  However, the 1983 License Order describes the 
Prospect Dam as a 306-foot-long and 52-foot-high concrete overflow dam.  Please clarify 
the dimensions of the concrete overflow dam. 
 
2. On page 4-8 of the PAD, you state that the Trenton Dam is a 288-foot-long by 
approximately 55-foot-high concrete and masonry dam.  However, the 1983 License 
Order describes the Trenton Dam as a 288-foot-long and 60-foot-high concrete and 
masonry dam.  Please clarify the dimensions of the concrete and masonry dam.  
 
Project Operations 
 
3. On page 4-4 of the PAD, you state that Prospect’s dependable capacity is 
11.2 megawatts (MW) for the summer period and 13.5 MW for the winter period.  So 
that staff can calculate the annual power cost, please provide the average duration (days) 
of the summer and winter periods.  
 
4. On page 4-8 of the PAD, you state that Trenton’s dependable capacity is 20.8 MW 
for the summer period and 23.2 MW for the winter period.  So that staff can calculate the 
annual power cost, please provide the average duration (days) of the summer and winter 
periods. 
 
5. On page 4-13 of the PAD, you state that Hinckley Reservoir is operated in 
accordance with the 2012 Operating Diagram and governed by legally binding 
agreements between the New York State Canal Corporation (Canal Corporation), 
Mohawk Valley Water Authority, and Erie Boulevard Hydroelectric, L.P. (Erie).  So that 
staff can better understand the past and present flow regulation and hydropower operation 
in West Canada Creek, please provide a copy of the current operating agreement as well 
as any previous operating agreements between Erie and the Canal Corporation.  In 
addition please describe the purpose of the most recent operating agreement and 
2012 Operating Diagram and why Erie’s previous agreement with the Canal Corporation 
was updated.    
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Project Safety 
 
6. On page 5-57 of the PAD, you describe the Fisherman Alert System at the Trenton 
Development.  However, no information is provided regarding the alert system at the 
Prospect Development that was observed during the environmental site review.  Please 
describe the existing alert systems and alert procedures in detail for both developments.  
Please provide an approximate maximum range for the sirens at both developments. 
 
Aquatic Resources 
 
7. On pages 5-25 to 5-26 of the PAD, you describe habitat conditions for fish 
downstream of the Trenton Falls Development based on existing studies.  So that staff 
can adequately review existing information regarding fish habitat downstream of the 
Trenton Falls Development, please file a copy of the existing studies including Niagara 
Mohawk Power Company’s 1981 Habitat-Flow Assessment, Icthyological Associates’ 
1981 Fish Habitat-Flow Relationship study, and Icthyological Associates’ 1981 
Temperature Monitoring study. 
 
8. At the public scoping meeting on May 30, 2018, a member of the public inquired 
about the effects of the removal of Gray’s Reservoir, a reservoir previously located 
upstream of Hinckley Reservoir on Black Creek, on downstream hydropower operations.  
So that staff can evaluate potential cumulative effects of the elimination of Gray’s 
Reservoir on flows in West Canada Creek, please describe any changes in flow releases 
or hydropower operation at the West Canada Creek Project as a result of the removal of 
Gray’s Reservoir. 
 
Terrestrial Resources 
 
9. Table 5-15, on page 5-36 of the PAD, lists the acreage and specific classifications 
for National Wetland Inventory (NWI) mapped wetlands in the project area.  This table 
and figure 5-6 on page 5-37, indicate that 0.19 acre of wetlands occur in the Prospect 
Development area of the project boundary which has a daily reservoir fluctuation of up 
to 5 feet.  However, during the environmental site review, staff observed a small 
wetland near the Prospect boat launch that was not included in the NWI map.  It is not 
clear if the NWI map is capturing all the wetlands in the project boundary.  Therefore, 
please include a ground-truthing component of the NWI map as part of your proposed 
aquatic habitat mapping study described on page 6-5 of the PAD. 
 
10. At the public scoping meeting on May 30, 2018, New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation staff stated that there was a known bald eagle nest near the 
Prospect Development.  However, you do not provide any information about this nest in 
your PAD.  So that Commission staff can determine the potential effects of continued 
project operation on bald eagles, please include a map in your license application 
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indicating the location of the known bald eagle nest and its distance from the project 
boundary.  Please file this information as privileged. 
 
Cultural Resources 
 
11. So that staff can better understand historic resources at the project, please provide 
a more detailed description of the project’s history, including a timeline of development.  
Although the project was not licensed by the Commission until 1983, please start the 
timeline with construction of the original power station in 1901.  Within the timeline, 
please also include a description of all redevelopment and rehabilitation activities that 
have occurred during the project’s history, including the dates of construction of the dams 
and any associated facilities.  Additionally, there is little information in the project record 
that describes the circumstances behind Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation seeking a 
Commission license in 1983 for an 80-year-old project.  If this information is available, 
please provide it.  Finally, please file a copy of the 1993 Historic American Engineering 
Record (HAER) for the Trenton Development.  This information can be provided in the 
draft license application/preliminary licensing proposal that is due in October 2020.   
 
12. On page 5-77 of the PAD, you state that a cultural resources survey was 
performed in 1978 by Pratt and Pratt Archeological Consultants as part of the previous 
redevelopment at the Trenton Development.  So that staff can understand the extent of 
the only cultural resources survey that has been completed at that development, please 
provide a copy of any report(s) from that survey.  The thoroughness of the report(s) will 
help staff determine if additional cultural resources surveys of the project are necessary. 
 
13. As stated in the PAD, the licensee, in partnership with the Town of Trenton, has 
provided controlled public access to view the scenic Trenton Falls Gorge for 1 or 2 
weekends in the spring and the fall annually since 2007 via the Trenton Falls Scenic 
trails.  The primary trail is a 0.75-mile-long crushed stone trail that starts at the Trenton 
Falls facility entrance/parking area, passes adjacent to project facilities, traverses along 
sections of the project penstock, and ends at the Trenton Falls Hydro Dam 
Overlook.  There also are two wood mulch secondary trails (totaling approximately 
0.5 mile), that provide views of the lower high falls and upper high falls, and an 
additional four wood mulch secondary trails (totaling approximately 0.6 mile) through a 
wooded and meadow landscape and a picnic area in the general vicinity of the primary 
trail. 
 

On page 5-53 of the PAD, you state that the Trenton Falls Scenic Trail “traverses 
along adjacent areas of historic interest, such as the site of the historic Trenton Falls 
Hotel;” however, none of these historic sites are identified or discussed further in the 
PAD.  In addition, at the May 30, 2018 environmental site review, it was mentioned that 
the Trenton Falls Scenic Trail also traverses adjacent to a cemetery; however, that 
cemetery is not mentioned in the PAD.  So that staff can better understand the 
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archaeologic and historic setting of the project area, please provide a list of any 
archaeological or historic areas of interest that are located along or adjacent to the 
Trenton Falls Scenic Trail, a description of the areas, and where the areas are located in 
relation to the project boundary.  Please also conduct a search of the New York State 
Cultural Resources Information System for the area along and adjacent to the Trenton 
Falls Scenic Trail in order to identify whether there are any archeological sites, New 
York State and National Register of Historic Places (National Register)-listed properties, 
properties determined eligible for the National Register, and/or previous cultural 
resources surveys identified in this area.  Although the area of potential effect (APE), as 
required under section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act [36 CFR Part 
800.16(d)], has not yet been defined, the trail provides public access to the project and 
should be considered to be within any APE that will be defined.  As a result, if the 
information requested above is unavailable, additional studies may be necessary to 
identify cultural resources and determine project effects within the APE, including along 
the Trenton Falls Scenic Trail. 



 

 

ATTACHMENT B 
 

ATTACHMENTS FOR RESPONSE TO  
FERC AIR 7 –  AQUATIC RESOURCES PREVIOUS STUDIES 

 
 

 
Ichthyological Associates Inc. 1981a. Fish Habitat-Flow Relationship at Six Study Releases 

Below Trenton Hydroelectric Station on West Canada Creek, New York, During August 
and September 1980, Prepared by Ichthyological Associates Inc., for Niagara Mohawk 
Power Corporation, February 1981.  

 
Ichthyological Associates Inc. 1981b. Temperature Monitoring, West Canada Creek, Oneida and 

Herkimer Counties, New York, June-September 1980. Prepared by Ichthyological 
Associates Inc., for Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, February 1981. 

 
  

























































































































































































































 

 

ATTACHMENT C 
 

RESPONSE TO FERC AIR 10 – TERRESTRIAL RESOURCES, BALD EAGLE 
 
 

Response is filed as Privileged Information 
 

See Volume II Attachment C 
 



 

 

ATTACHMENT D 
 

ATTACHMENT FOR RESPONSE TO  
FERC AIR 11 –  CULTURAL RESOURCES PROJECT HISTORY 

 
 

Response is filed as Privileged Information 
 

See Volume II Attachment D 
 



 

 

ATTACHMENT E 
 

ATTACHMENT FOR RESPONSE TO  
FERC AIR 12 –  PREVIOUS CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY 

 
 

Response is filed as Privileged Information 
 

See Volume II Attachment E 
 



 

 

ATTACHMENT F 
 

CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE ONEIDA INDIAN NATION 
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Karen Klosowski

From: Teta Jungels
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2018 3:42 PM
To: Karen Klosowski
Subject: FW: West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2701) Relicensing

 
 

From: Jesse Bergevin [mailto:jbergevin@oneida‐nation.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2018 2:49 PM 
To: Teta Jungels <Teta.Jungels@KleinschmidtGroup.com> 
Subject: RE: West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2701) Relicensing 
 
Ms. Jungels, 
 
One February 28, 2018, the Oneida Indian Nation (the “Nation”) received and email and documentation from  regarding 
the West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2701) Relicensing (the”Project”).  The Nation has no comments 
or concerns regarding the Project. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at (315) 829-8463. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jesse Bergevin | Historic Resources Specialist 
Oneida Indian Nation | 2037 Dream Catcher Plaza, Oneida, NY 13421-0662 
jbergevin@oneida-nation.org | www.oneidaindiannation.com 
315.829.8463 Office | 315.829.8473 Fax  
 
 
 

From: Teta Jungels [mailto:Teta.Jungels@KleinschmidtGroup.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2018 4:01 PM 
To: Karen Klosowski 
Cc: steven.murphy@brookfieldrenewable.com; jon.elmer@brookfieldrenewable.com; 
patrick.storms@brookfieldrenewable.com; richard.heysler@brookfieldrenewable.com 
Subject: West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2701) Relicensing 
 

West Canada Creek Project Distribution List:  
 
On behalf of Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. (Erie) this email is to inform you that Erie has submitted to the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) a Notification of Intent (NOI) and Pre-Application Document 
(PAD) for the relicensing of the West Canada Creek Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2701). The West Canada 
Creek Project consists of two developments, Prospect and Trenton, and is located on West Canada Creek in 
Oneida and Herkimer counties, New York. 
 
Please see the attached cover letter for NOI and PAD filing that provides additional information. The NOI and 
PAD electronic files can be downloaded through FERC’s eLibrary at  https://www.ferc.gov/docs-
filing/elibrary.asp by searching under the Project’s docket P-2701. Materials can also be downloaded from the 
Project’s relicensing website at: http://www.westcanadacreekproject.com. 
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If you would like to be removed from this distribution list or have updated contact information, please contact 
me at karen.klosowski@kleinschmidt.group.com.  
 
If you have questions concerning the NOI or PAD, please contact Steve Murphy, Director, Licensing, 
Brookfield Renewable at steven.murphy@brookfieldrenewable.com. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Teta  
 
Teta Jungels 
EAP Coordinator 

 
Office: 207.487.3328 Ext. 1221 
www.KleinschmidtGroup.com 

 



 

 

ATTACHMENT G 
 

ATTACHMENT FOR RESPONSE TO  
FERC AIR 13 –  CULTURAL RESOURCES-TRENTON FALLS GORGE 

CULTURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM REVIEW 
 

 
Response is filed as Privileged Information 

 
See Volume II Attachment G 

 
 




